








The “scoop” on columnist Jeannette Jordan
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"I had been working (long hours).
sometimes six days a week during the busy
horse racing season, and I just felt T needed
abreak. I'vesince worked out anarrangement
whereby I work only part-time from May till
December. I set my own hours and choose
where [ write. Aslongasthe work gets done,
they don't care where I do it."

The rest of the year, Jeannette takes it
easy (sortof) inand around the condominium
she and Augie purchased in Florida.
"Basically, I'm not the type to sit still. I'm
always eager to travel, to meet new people
and to make new friends. [ wouldn't be
happy if | woke up one morning and had
nothing to do. [ want to enjoy life to the
fullest while I'm still able.”

No chance of that happening during the
six week racing season. In addition to her

weekly society column, Jeannette manages
to pull together special sections of the
newspaper which include a couple of summer
magazines, a fall magazine and the paper's
annual Holly Edition.

"During the racing season, it's party,
party, party. Sometimes two and three big
events in one day starting with brunches or
lunches and moving on to cocktail parties
and black tie galas. There's a reason they say
Saratoga is the Summer Place to Be . . . and
I'll tell you, it can get pretty difficult to stop
in between parties and write!"

To better meet her deadlines, Jeannette

uses ahome computer and sometimes changes
on the run.

"Many of the celebrations are annual
events, so | shop for bargains ahead of time
while I'm in Florida . .. and I also happen to
be very good atrecycling,” laughs Jeannette.
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in pursuit of stories, Jeannette can be found
volunteering her time and talents at the local
hospital. She has donated at least 100 hours
to the hospital auxiliary each year since her
semi-retirement. Jordan also volunteers with
acharitable women's organization dedicated
to helping needy families.

By the time the Christmas season rolls
around, she and Augie have the car packed
to capacity and are well on their way to their
winter retirement home down south.

Enroute to Florida in December and back
to New York in late April. they stop to visit
daughter Carol Will in Virginia and son Paul
in Georgia.

These stops enable them to spend time
with their five grandchildren. They also take
time to visit their daughter Donna Malkowich
and her children in Syracuse. Son Daniel of
California is more likely to pop in on his
parents each fall.

Those who worry Jeannette might
completely retire some day can put their
fears to rest.

“In fact,” she grins, "my managing
editor Barbara Lombardo, teases me that the
paper will get someone to push my wheelchair
to and from assignments if [ ever get so
decrepit that I can't get there on my own.”

Lombardo is quick to verify the quote,
adding that the secret to her star columnist's
success is that "Jeannette is a real person
who loves writing about other real people --
some famous, some ordinary citizens who
have never had their name or picture in a
newspaper before. People trust her because
she respects their confidences. She is
incredibly trustworthy."

A greater compliment could not be sent
her way.

"I learned the hard way to check and
double check my facts," muses Jeannette,
who once called all over Saratoga Springs to
locate the hotel where the wife of General
Douglas MacArthur was staying so she could
apologize for switching some names in a
cutline.

"I'was just sick over the mistake, but Mrs.
MacArthur and the other woman in the photo
couldn't have been more gracious. Even
though they laughed and said it was okay, the
experience taught me a valuable lesson about
checking all my facts."



“Jeannette knows all my secrets . . .

and she keeps them,” says Marylou

The seeds of friendship between columnist Jeannette Jordan and socialite
Marylou Whitney may have been sown in Saratoga Springs. but they
blossomed under the Florida sunshine.

"Jeannette and I have a lot of fun up here during the racing season, but

the best times are the ones the four of us have together when we're in Florida,"
Marylou told Saratoga County Living during a recent interview. (Rounding
out the foursome are Marylou's husband, John, and Jeannette's better half,
Augie.) "Augie and Jeannette are two of our closest friends and they are
always welcome to use our boxes at Gulf Stream Park when we're not there,"

insists Marylou.

The two women have weathered some
of the highest and lowest points in Marylou's
life: the saddest times stemming from the
illness and death ofherbeloved late husband,
Comelius Vanderbilt Whitney; the most
joyous ones following her marriage to John
Hendrickson.

Add to that the fact that Jeannette is
"sincere” and "trustworthy" and her success
secret is pretty much out of the bag!

Ed Lewi, Maureen's husband and business
partner, admires Jeannette's sense of humor
as well as her integrity, perseverance and
determination to meet gruelling deadlines
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"Jeannette knows all my secrets . .. and
she keeps them," smiles Marylou. "If I ask
that something not be repeated or printed, 1
know that Jeannette will respect the
confidence." What do they talk about
together? Everything from galas to gardening
from racing to recipes and community causes
and family ties.

Therelationship between Jeannette and
Johnisequally easygoing. "He'sawonderful,
down-to-earth person with adelightful sense
of humor," notes Jeannette. "In fact, he can
be a bit of a tease. Just the other day, the
newsroom was abuzz over an envelope that
arrived from him addressed to me as:
Jeannette "Scoop" Jordan.

"l knew Jeannette when she first started
out at The Saratogian and was learning the
ropes." says Maureen Lewi, a partner in Ed
Lewi Associates, the PR firm that handles
such high profileaccountsasNYRA and The
Great Escape & Splashwater Kingdom. "l
really admired her determination to learn
whose who and what's what. Jeannette had
no prior experience as ajournalistand proved
herself to be a quick study."”

Another thing a lot of people may not
know, according to Maureen, is that Jeannette
is a self-taught photographer.

"When she goes out on an assignment,
she packs a camera. It's rare these days to
find a newspaper staff member who can
bring back an interesting, accurate story and
quality photos to accompany it."

during the frantic racing season.

-- Ann Hauprich

L MOSES

Visit our gallery and pick up
vyour FREE color catalog
featuring Will Moses Folk Art Prints.
Books, Puzzles, Cards and more.

Mt. Nebo Gallery

60 Grandma Moses Rd
Eagle Bridge, NY 12057

1-800-328-6326

“Art to warm vour heart & home’
Art priced from 390 and up

Only 30 Minutes from Saratoga,
NY.
35 Minutes from Manchester, VT.

“Springtime In Bullfrog Hollow” 22” x 24”

Original hand pulled serigraph, limited to an edition
of only 350. Each has been personally signed
& numbered by America’s favorite
folk artist Will Moses.

VISA * MASTERCARD * AMERICAN EXPRESS

Visit us on the Web at www.willmoses.com




